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The House met at 10 a.m.

Reverend Gary Shaw, Central Chris-
tian Center, Joplin, Missouri, offered
the following prayer:

Father, as I stand in this beautiful
hall of honor, my heart overflows with
admiration and appreciation for those
who have occupied this place through-
out history representing the citizens of
this great country.

May Your divine wisdom, Your unbi-
ased judgment and Your love fill each
of those who have chosen to serve our
Nation. May they draw from Your
fountain of knowledge and Your store-
house of fair play as they administer
and create legislation that governs our
land. Instill in all of us a respect,
honor and a love for life that will allow
us to serve with pride and dignity at
all levels of local, State, and national
government.

Help us to put on the shield of faith
and to face the challenges before us
with a determination that we will suc-
ceed and prosper because we operate in
Your providential and divine order.

Please bless America and help us
honor You.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. SAM JOHNSON) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

WELCOMING REVEREND GARY
SHAW

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
BLUNT) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. BLUNT. Madam Speaker, it’s my
honor today to welcome for the open-
ing prayer a respected leader and a
friend of mine, Reverend Gary Shaw of
Central Christian Center in Joplin,
Missouri. Reverend Shaw is an elder
and trustee at the Central Christian
Center and has served there as execu-
tive administrator for the past 30
years.

In addition to his church work, Rev-
erend Shaw is the mayor of the city of
Joplin in southwest Missouri. Joplin is
the second largest city in my congres-
sional district. It serves a four-State
area as a center for commerce, edu-
cation, health care, and transpor-
tation.

Gary Shaw has spent several years in
service to the city of Joplin, and I am
thankful for Reverend Shaw’s com-
mitted efforts to the city as a member
of several committees and leadership
boards. His work to improve business,
safety, and historic preservation in his
community and State does not go un-
noticed.

He’s a devoted father and husband.
He’s been married to his best friend,
Kathy, for 46 years and has one son,
Brian, a local businessman. A veteran
of the United States Army, a graduate
of Ozark Christian College in Joplin,
Reverend Shaw has also been a witness
for his faith in over 30 countries.

It’s truly my honor to welcome Rev-
erend Shaw to the House today and
thank him for his service to Missouri
and many years of dedicated service to
the city of Joplin.

———
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five further requests for 1-

minute speeches from each side of the
aisle.

——
HONORING THE LIFE OF U.S. MA-
RINE CORPORAL MIKE
OUELLETTE

(Ms. SHEA-PORTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to honor U.S. Marine
Corporal Mike Ouellette of Man-
chester, New Hampshire. Corporal
Ouellette was tragically Kkilled in ac-
tion on Sunday, March 22, during a foot
patrol in the Helmand Province in Af-
ghanistan. He was 28 years old.

Corporal Ouellette leaves behind his
parents, Donna Ouellette and Leonard
Ouellette, a brother Alan, and a sister
Stephanie. I extend my deepest sym-
pathies to Corporal Ouellette’s family,
who are in my thoughts and prayers.

We also honor the courage and the
sacrifice of Corporal Anthony Wil-
liams, 21, of Oxford, Pennsylvania, who
was killed alongside Corporal
Ouellette.

Corporal Ouellette was a patriot who
was twice deployed to Iraq and was
serving his third tour of duty with the
3rd Battalion, 8th Marine Regiment,
2nd Marine Division, 2nd Marine Expe-
ditionary Force.

Corporal Ouellette graduated from
Memorial High School in Manchester,
New Hampshire, in 1999 and studied at
the Manchester School of Technology
before he enlisted in the United States
Marine Corps on June 15, 2005. I spoke
with his father last night, who said his
son just wanted to help people. Cor-
poral Ouellette was best known for his
friendly and outgoing nature and will
be missed by many. He was a blessing
to his community. He dedicated his life
to the service of his family, his friends,
and his country.

Our country owes Corporal Ouellette
and his family a debt we cannot repay.
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